In the course of ray practice I have continually had occasion to deplore the ravages which disease has been permitted to make in the mouths of even 
majority of instances, from sheer ignorance of the nature and extent of the resources of dental surgery, and of the circumstances under which professional assistance is most required and most successfully employed. It is with the hope of diminishing, in some degree, this unfortunate ignorance, and of making it clear to persons of all classes, that it is in their power to save themselves a vast amount of pain, distress, and inconvenience, by a little timely attention, that I am induced to bring these pages before the public.
The evils attendant on the loss of the teeth, must be pretty obvious to all; an unsightly appearance, an aspect of premature old age, from the falling in of the lips and cheeks, lisping and other imperfections in the articulation of the voice, injury to the health, resulting from the imperfect mastication of the food, and the continual presence of pain and irritation about the mouth; all these, as well as the suffering, inconvenience, and personal discomfort which disorders of the teeth occasion, are so palpable and evident, that it might, perhaps, be deemed superflous in me to inculcate the prudence of taking pains to avoid these evils; but I would insist on a point which is, perhaps, 
